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EASTER AND A BAPTISM.

Fr. Paul J. Goda, S.J. March 27, 2016

This essay is the summary of my homily on Easter Sunday. We
were blessed by a baptism during that Easter Mass.

I said at the beginning of the homily that our homily was really
the baptism of Alexis. It was meant to be a lesson to all of us.
The readings focused on the Resurrection. But it is precisely
because of our Lord’s Resurrection that we are baptized into him.

Easter’s readings posed serious questions to believers. . . How
does my belief in the resurrection of Jesus and in my own
resurrection affect the way I live? the way I think about death?
Do I truly accept that my journey to glory must necessarily
follow the pattern set by Jesus?

We all have bodies. We are not those bodies for we are more but
these bodies of ours mediate our relationship to the world, to the
universe. Our bodies are “put in the middle” as it were to connect
us to the world. Alexis’ parents have shared in bringing her into
this world, into a connection with us. Her body is as temporary
as ours, yet a thing of beauty and strength. In this baptism, in
which we pore water over her, we pray her cleansing, because
she shares the issues of the human condition. But in this prayer
she shares the hidden mystery of our Lord’s Resurrection.

The reading from the Gospel of John emphasizes of Mary and
Peter and John that “they did not yet understand the Scripture that
he had to rise from the dead.”

Once upon a long time ago, I attended the 1st communion of the
youngest child of a dear friend. I can remember thinking as he
went up to communion that he did not have the foggiest notion of




what he was doing. And then I thought of myself, that I may have
a foggy notion of what I am doing but I and all of you are with
Mary and Peter and John, that we still do not understand the
“Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.”

In the selection from the Acts of the Apostles, we see Peter at
work, finally with some understanding of who Jesus was. He
affirmed that Jesus is “judge of the living and the dead.” In the
next line after our reading today, while Peter was speaking, “the
holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the word.” This
word spirit ultimately means life, God’s life, falling upon us.

And, finally, we have the Epistle to the Colossians. Paul
emphasizes that baptism includes both the dying and the rising
with Christ. “We have died, and our lives are hidden with Christ
in God.” It is a death, if you will, to a view of the world that
nothing exists except this body of ours and the ephemeral events
of human history. It is an understanding that our lives exist in
God now and continue in God after our own deaths.

Everything we do as we live within human history does have an
effect. As Alexis grows, she is meant to grow into that life that
we celebrate here. We celebrate here two hidden mysteries, the
sacrament of the Eucharist and the sacrament of baptism. The
mysteries, the Greek word for sacrament, that which is hidden.

We pray that we may see so that this body of ours will rise with
the Lord who made us. We pray for Alexis that she may learn
from us, and that we may learn from her.




God 1s Love Mochi

For decades I had been wondering why I was born as a girl; for
decades, I had wished I was a boy. Born 1n a traditional Chinese
family, I was told that I had to work harder than other boys. My
mother told me when I was little that she pushed me and my sister
hard to perform well at school since she was looked down by her
friends as she had no sons and she wanted her daughters to do better
than all her friends” sons; I was laughed at by my very own piano
teacher that I dreamed too big to be a doctor since I was only a girl
and all girls were weak 1n science when I was fifteen; I was
questioned by my member of my community why I went overseas
for college since all I needed to do for my future was to marry a rich
man. Since I was small, I could not help question God why I was

born as a girl.

After my husband and I decided to have a baby, we went to Vatican.
I prayed with all my heart to ask God to give me a son. I visited
other churches in Rome and Florence and had the very same prayer.
God loved me so much that I got pregnant within a month. However,
the moment that the ultrasound revealed I was having a girl, I was a
little disappointed. I started questioning God again. On the other
hand, besides the gender, the ultrasound scan also showed that my
baby might have complication, and I had to wait for 2 weeks for
another high definition scan. With this news, my mind was all about

the health of my baby girl, not a bit about her gender. I prayed day
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and night for my baby’ s health during those 2 weeks of waiting. I
promised God I would love my baby with all my heart and all my
life no matter what the result would turn out. Fortunately, the second
scan showed that my baby girl was healthy! After the clouds got
cleared, I started reflecting my faith in God. After thanking him of
his greatness, I realized that He planned this test for me! He loved
me so much that He was trying to make me realize what a precious
gift he had given me, and I could not help but thank him for
everything. God 1s great.

My daughter has amazed me every single day since she was born.
Her smile, her sense of humor, her learning speed, her innocence,
and her persistence all make me proud. She made me realize that
God loves every person He has created, man or woman. It s
amazing that my daughter has made me believe that all lives are
unique and special and that everything He has created 1s good. Most
importantly, through my daughter, God has taught me, in order to not
to be discriminated, I have to first not to discriminate myself and
love myself first. I promise God that I will make sure my baby girl
will never doubt her worth since she 1s grace from God. With my

life, I will show my daughter that God 1s love.
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